Plasticity, pathology, and Alzheimer's disease.
Much basic data support the notion that growth factors are important in the maintenance and repair of the CNS. Although local increases in growth factors might contribute to aberrant growth and senile plaque formation in Alzheimer's disease (AD), the administration of growth factor inhibitors as a therapeutic intervention would be predicted to decrease the vulnerability of remaining healthy neurons. The administration of neurotrophic agents in AD may help to protect and maintain neurons, and thereby minimize neuronal death and the resultant sprouting response.